Human cystatins in normal and diseased tissues--a review.
Immunohistochemica and quantitative immunochemical methods were used to demonstrate the presence of two cysteine proteinase inhibitors, cystatins A and B, in normal and diseased tissues. Cystatin A is expressed in squamous epithelia, neutrophil granulocytes, and dendritic reticulum cells of the lymphatic tissues. Its concentration is increased in inflammatory skin diseases and decreases after the malignization of squamous epithelia. Cystatin B is seen in wet squamous epithelia, and in the cells of monocyte-macrophage series, where its concentration varies depending on the activation state of the cells. In the malignant keratinocytes cystatin B follows the behaviour of cystatin A.